AUG-22-07 13:52 Froin:AKERMAN,SENTERF)TT & EIDSON 



Application Np; 10/558,440 
Amendment A 

Reply ro Office Action I>ated 05/22/2007 



5616596313 



T-160 P. 02 Job-760 



RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CEMTER 

AUG 21 2007 

Attorney Docket No: 3926.231 



IN THE CLAIMS: 



The following listing of claims replaces any earlier listing: 
1-26. (canceled). 

27. (currently amended) A jft^ bracket £12} for a motor vehicle, said jaefc bracket adapted to 
being fixed to a sill of the motor vehicle via flanges, saidjaek bracket having an opening 
(16^ adapted for receiving a jdefc receiving element wheteitt said bracket (12) 
ppt^prising: in form e d from 

a hollow profiled section (6) having a first end m proximate to the sill and a 
second end HQ^ remote from the sill ends and being in the form of a piece of tube, ssjaU 
section at said first end (7) being notched or cut out to form wall parts (9) spaced apart 
fh)m one another bv eans (8^, a circular circumferenti al region nn beinp formed at said 
yscondendflOVand 

a cover (13) secured to said oiroular ciroumferenttal region fl n and covering ^ 
SftM second end (10) of the hollow profiled section (6) whiob io ramoto from tho sill and 
having the opening (16) for receiving the TWCiving glement, 

wherein the hollow profiled section (6) is a hydrofoimed part. 

28. (currently amended) The ja^ bracket as claimed in claim 27, wherein the flanges are 
formed from said wall parts (9) of the hollow profiled section (6). 

29. (currently amended) The jaek bracket as claimed in claim 27, wherein the cover (13) has 
a sleeve-like extension, by means of which the cover (13) is fitted onto said circular 
circumfferential region (U) of the hollow profiled section (6). 



30. (currently amended) The jaek bracket as claimed in claim 27, wherein the cover (13) has 
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a base region (17) which is substantially planar in fonn. 



31. (currently amended) The jaek bracket as claimed in claim 27, wherein the cover (13), in 
the installed position of the jaok braoket (12) on the motor vehicle (30), is oriented 
parallel to the roadway over the entire base region (17). 



32. (currently amended) The jaek bracket as claimed in claim 30, wherein the cover (13) has 
beads ( 1 8) in the base region ( 1 7)» 

33. (previously presented) The ja^ bracket as claimed in claim 27> wherein the cover (13) 
has positioning holes (19) for a mounting device in the base region (17). 

34. (currently amended) The jaete bracket as claimed in claim 33, wherein the positioning 
holes (19) are of difTerent sizes. 

35. (currently an^nded) The ja^ bracket as claimed in claim 27, wherein the «eiMal opening 
(16) in the cover (13) is delimited by a collar (20) set toward the hollow profiled section 
(6). 



36. (currently amended) The jaek bracket as claimed in claim 27, wherein the receiving 
element is formed by a stopper (21), which pr a ferobly consists of plastic. 

37. (currently amended) The faek bracket as claimed in claim 36, wherein the stopper (21), 
on its side (22) facing die cover, has at least one clip element (23) which interacts in a 
connecting manner with the emnA opening (16) in the cover (13). 

38. (currently amended) The jarfc bracket as claimed in claim 36, wherein the a 
circumferential outer side (24) of the stopper (21), in the securing position, ends is one of 
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flush with ft© a cylindrical edge (IS) of the cover (13) or is set back fhereftom. 

39. (currently amended) The joek bracket dft claimed in claim 36, wherein ^ ^ end aide 
(25) of the stopper (21) which is remote from the cover is pre^offset downward with 
respect to surrounding components, which are critical in terras of damage, of the motor 
vehicle (30). 

40. (currently amended) The jaek bracket as claimed in claim 27, wherein the contour of the 
wall parts (9), which form connecting flanges, of the hollow profiled section (6) and the 
contour of the sill (26) are designed to be of corresponding shape to one another in the 
attachment region of the bracket (12). 

41. (cancelled). 

42. (cuirently amended) The jaek bracket as claimed in claim 27, wherein the bracket (12) is 
located outside 4he a component separation between a sill panel (27) and an imderbody 
panel (28) of the motor vehicle (30), the bracket (12) with the receiving element OD 
projecting through an opening (44) in the underbody panel (28). 

43. (withdrawn - currently amended) A pn>cess for producing a joek bntcket of a motor 
vehicle which is adapted to being fixed to a sill of the motor vehicle by flanges and has 
an opening 06} for receiving a js^ receiving element (21). comprising, in any order: 

fonninp a ho||o^ pff jfiled section (6) from a tubular blank f IV which is expanded 
by means of hydroforming, the hvdroforming pressure forming at least two expanded 
aeotions (2\ which a^c axiailv spa ced apart from one another, fl'om the blank (l\ which 
sections (2^ are then div ided into separate hollow profiled sections (6^ bv a dividing 
process, wherein the hollow profiled section (6^ is formed with a first end (I'i proximate 
to the sill and a second end (101 remote from t he silL waU section at the first end (7) 

(WP4159fil;ll 
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notched or cut out to fbrm wall parts (9) spaced apart from one another by gaps (8V and a 
circular circumferential region f 1 U is formed at the second end (10\ 

aesembltng the bracket (12) from [[a]] ^ hollow profiled section (6) and a cover 
(13) which covers the hollow profiled section (6) at atie the second end, and 

forming the opening (16) in the cover (13)raRd 

shaping the hollow profiled G ootion (6) from a tubular blonlc (1), which i s 
e xpand e d by moonfl of hydroformHig> the hydroforming prooouro forming ot l e oot two 
e xpanded scotiono (2)> which aro oxioUy apoood apart fi^om one onothor, from th e blon l c 
(1), which flootionfi (2) or e then divided into s e parat e hollow profiled oectiona (6) by a 
dividing prooooa , 

44. (withdrawn - cmrently amended) The process as claimed in claim 43, wherein the blank 
(1), following the shaping operation, is divided between the expanded sections (2), 
transversely with respect to the a longitudinal axis (5) of the blank, to form individual 
blank sections, and then the individual blank sections are divided approximately in the 
middle, by a fiirther dividing process taking place transversely with respect to the axial 
extent of the blank section, into in each case two hollow profiled sections (6). 

45. (withdrawn - .cuirently amended) The process as claimed in claim 43, v\1ieretn As 
unexpanded ends (4) of the blank (i) are cut off after the shaping operation. 

46. (withdrawn - cuirently amended) The process as claimed in claim 43, wherein waU 
seotionQ ore notch e d or out out at that end (7) of the hollow profiled flection (6) which ia 
r e mote from the oovor^ ond whoretR at least some (9a) of the wall parts (9), which are 
spaced apart firom one another by the gap (8) that is formed and form residual flanges, 
[[is]] are angled off. 

currently amended) The process as claimed in claim [[46]] 42, wherein the 
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notching takes place during or following the hydroforming of the hollow profiled section 
(6), with the bydroforming pressure stiU present in the hydroforming tool 

48. (withdrawn - currently amended) The procose as claimed in claim 43, wherein a sheet- 
metal section is deep-drawn to form a OQp - liko ihe cover (13). and wherein the cover (13) 
is pr e feraM y centrally perforated bv stamping ! in portioular fi tampod . 

49. (withdrawn - currently amended) The process as claimed in claim 48, wherein the e^4ike 
cover (13) is fitted onto the hollow profiled section (6) and is then joined to the hollow 
profiled section (6 ), pr e f e mbly by welding, in the region of the an end face (14) of ift a 
cylindrical edge (IS) ofthe cover (13) . 
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